
 

 

 

 

 

 

May 21, 2020 

 
PHS Senior Families, 

Graduating from high school is one of the most important milestones in a person’s life, and the graduation ceremony 

provides the graduate and their loved ones with an opportunity to celebrate this significant accomplishment. We all 

agree that the Class of 2020 deserves to celebrate – especially given the ways their senior year was impacted by the 

worldwide pandemic – and that every effort must be made by us to ensure a memorable graduation experience.  

Virginia’s current restrictions specifically state, “any large group, in-person gatherings such as graduation ceremonies 

continue to be prohibited.” Governor Northam’s Executive Order maintains the 10-person limit for in-person social 

gatherings with only minimal exemptions, and as a result, we will not able to hold a traditional graduation ceremony. 

Additionally, at this time we have no way of knowing when restrictions will be lifted to allow a large-group gathering. 

After careful consideration of possible options, and within the limitations of COVID-19 restrictions, Poquoson City Public 

Schools has determined that a modified, in-person graduation will be held June 11-12, 2020, at Poquoson Elementary 

School. Each senior will be provided with the opportunity to walk across a stage, hear their name called, receive their 

diploma, and pose for commemorative photos. A limited number of guests for each senior will be able to share this 

moment of recognition, and each senior will receive copies of professional photos at no cost. PCPS will also produce a 

professional video of the combined diploma presentations and will distribute the video to seniors to allow them to share 

this milestone moment with all of their friends and family. 

While this will not be a traditional graduation ceremony, we promise that we will do everything we can to capture the 

pomp and circumstance that the Class of 2020 has earned. Seniors will receive specific details in the coming weeks. 

Personally, many of you are aware that I am retiring and that this was my last PHS graduation. I share our students’ and 

families’ great disappointment that we will not be able to hold a traditional ceremony, but I am confident that we will 

make each student’s graduation ceremony one to remember. 

Sincerely, 

Jennifer B. Parish, Ed.D. 
Superintendent 
 

 

 


